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that these courageous allies are able to
come to America this year, the Lugar-
Kennedy bill authorizes 500 visas a year
for the current fiscal year 2007 and for
the next 2 years so that this critical
lifeline will continue to be available.
Under the bill’s provisions, persons
who served as translators or inter-
preters either for our military or for
the Department of State can qualify.

The bill is not intended to address
the much broader massive refugee cri-
sis unfolding in Iraq. Already more
than 2 million Iraqis have fled the
country, and nearly 2 million more
have been displaced internally.

Each refugee is a personal story of
courage, loyalty, heroism, and tragedy.
We have a special duty to protect all of
them and their loved ones who are
being targeted by insurgents and sec-
tarian death squads either because of
their faith or because of their associa-
tion with the United States. Obviously,
we cannot take all of these refugees
into America, but we have an obliga-
tion to lead an international effort to
solve this dangerous crisis as well.

Legislation is essential to address
this problem, and I am hopeful we can
enact it soon. But it is especially ur-
gent that we act now to protect the
lives of the translators who have
served us so well in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

———

OUR CHILDREN PAY THE PRICE

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the in-
crease in gun violence that affects
towns, cities, and rural areas across
this Nation takes a particularly heavy
toll on our most precious resource, our
children and grandchildren. Since 1979,
over 101,000 children and teenagers
have been Kkilled by firearms. This
staggering figure clearly illustrates
the inadequacy of Congress’s efforts to
address the issue of gun violence.

On March 7, 2007, in the small city of
Midland, MI, a 17-year-old male shot a
17-year-old female student before turn-
ing the gun on himself, committing
suicide in the young girl’s high school
parking lot. Reports indicate the male
drove to the school to talk with the fe-
male student. After arranging to meet
her in the school parking lot, he shot
her four times, while her mother
watched in horror. He then turned the
gun on himself. The very same day, in
Greenville, TX, a city of only 26,000
people, a 16-year-old student fatally
shot himself inside his high school’s
hallway.

These are just two examples of the
misery gun violence inflicts. According
to data collected by the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention,
every day, on average, nearly eight
children or teens are killed by gun vio-
lence in America. In 2004, 58 pre-
schoolers were killed by firearms. Fur-
thermore, for every child or teen death
caused by a gun, there are nearly five
nonfatal injuries. According to the
Journal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation, the average cost per gunshot
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victim, excluding rehabilitation and
long-term care, is $45,000. A single
yvear’s worth of gunshot injuries adds
up to approximately $2.3 billion in life-
time medical costs, half of which is
paid for by taxpayers.

The Children’s Defense Fund, in their
2007 report on gun violence, makes a
number of recommendations to protect
children from gun violence. Among
other things, the CDF recommends par-
ents remove guns from their homes,
schools provide nonviolent conflict res-
olution courses for all students, and
communities create positive activities
for children and teenagers to reduce
the influence of gangs and drugs. Con-
gress must also take an active role. We
should pass commonsense gun safety
legislation, support law enforcement
and community programs, and help
focus media and public attention on
causes and consequences of gun vio-
lence.

I am hopeful the 110th Congress will
work to break the cycle of gun violence
that plagues so many of our commu-
nities and our children and grand-
children.

———

WHITE SANDS MISSILE RANGE

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
today to commemorate an event that
occurred 25 years ago in New Mexico.

Most of my colleagues know White
Sands Missile Range, WSMR, NM, is a
premier test, evaluation and research
site, but WSMR’s role in the 1982 land-
ing of the Space Shuttle Columbia is
less well known.

WSMR’s gypsum landing strips visi-
ble from space and the excellent weath-
er in New Mexico have made WSMR a
potential Space Shuttle launch and
landing site since the beginning of
NASA’s Space Shuttle Program. How-
ever, WSMR has never been NASA’s
first choice for a landing site. But in
March of 1982, the preferred landing
site at Edwards Air Force Base was
soaked with heavy rains. Because it
was unclear when the runway surface
would be dry enough to support Colum-
bia’s landing, WSMR was chosen as an
alternative landing site.

Commander Jack R. Lousma and
pilot C. Gordon Fullerton landed the
Space Shuttle Columbia on WSMR’s
Northrup Strip at 9:05 a.m. on Tuesday,
March 30, 1982. About 4,000 individuals
witnessed the landing, and another
90,000 had the opportunity to see the
Space Shuttle Columbia at WSMR be-
fore its return to Kennedy Space Cen-
ter. I remember this event as a day of
pride for me and my fellow New Mexi-
cans, as our home State played such a
visible role in the U.S. space mission.

Today I wish to commemorate this
important part of White Sands Missile
Range’s history and honor the men and
women who were a part of the Space
Shuttle Columbia’s landing at WSMR.
While the Space Shuttle Columbia has
been the only shuttle to land at
WSMR, New Mexico stands ready to
serve NASA again should the need
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arise. In fact, as recently as December
2006 NASA officials considered landing
the Space Shuttle Discovery at WSMR
because of poor conditions at Kennedy
Space Center and Edwards Air Force
Base. WSMR prepared for that situa-
tion, and I have full confidence that
they will continue to work to support
NASA and other Federal entities as
needed.

———

CYPRUS ENERGY EXPLORATION

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, the island
of Cyprus has a longstanding reputa-
tion as a place of natural beauty and
rich history. It is now emerging as a
potential source of energy as well. De-
veloped responsibly, oil and gas depos-
its under the island’s southern conti-
nental shelf could provide an alter-
native source of hydrocarbons at a
time when many European countries
are struggling to diversify their energy
supplies. If this ambition is realized,
Cyprus could play an important role in
promoting regional energy security.

The Government of the Republic of
Cyprus, ROC, is working to establish
partnerships with foreign companies
and countries in an effort to bring
these energy resources online. This
process is being needlessly com-
plicated, however, by individuals in
Turkey and the Turkish Cypriot com-
munity who are discouraging foreign
partners from working with the ROC.
In view of this behavior, I believe it is
important to affirm the ROC’s right to
search for and develop resources lo-
cated under Cyprus’ continental shelf.

Under international law, there is no
question about the legality of the Cyp-
riot Government’s activities. The legal
principles at issue are codified in the
United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea, to which Cyprus is a party.
The ROC has entered into agreements
delineating its Exclusive Economic
Zone, EEZ, with Egypt and Lebanon
and the areas under consideration for
development are well within these
boundaries. There is simply no jurid-
ical basis to dispute Cyprus’ claims or
actions.

I hope that both Ankara and leaders
of the Turkish Cypriot community will
cease their efforts to obstruct the ex-
ploration of Cypriot waters. Strong-
arm diplomacy aimed at scaring away
potential Cypriot business partners
will only delay the peaceful reunifica-
tion of Cyprus—and with it the day
when all Cypriots can benefit from the
island’s energy resources.

I want to reiterate my longstanding
call for both Cypriot communities to
push forward with the technical talks
and negotiations that I believe can re-
unify the island. However, in doing so,
I want to caution that attempts to
interfere in Cyprus’ legitimate energy
exploration activities will only com-
plicate negotiations to end the es-
trangement of the island’s peoples.

The country of Cyprus has long been
a key partner for the United States,
and our friendship rests on the bedrock
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of shared democratic values. In a glob-
al energy market dominated by author-
itarian regimes, I believe it is impor-
tant for Cyprus to push forward with
plans to survey its energy assets. I sin-
cerely hope that other parties will re-
spect Cyprus’ right to pursue this un-
dertaking.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, in
an era of energy insecurity, countries
around the world are constantly being
challenged to come up with new ways
to meet the energy needs of their citi-
zens. The Republic of Cyprus is cur-
rently working to develop the oil and
gas deposits under the island’s south-
ern continental shelf in order to ex-
pand and diversify its energy supplies.
If successful, Cyprus will also be in a
position to aid its neighbors in address-
ing their energy needs.

Unfortunately, these plans are being
hindered by individuals in Turkey and
the Turkish Cypriot community who
are trying to dissuade foreign partners
from working with Cyprus. I believe
that the Republic of Cyprus has the
right to explore the natural resources
located in Cypriot waters, and it is my
understanding that international law
would support Cyprus’s actions. It is
my hope that the Turkish government
and members of the Turkish Cypriot
community will accept Cyprus’s legal
right to explore these resources and
will cease their attempts to sabotage
future business partnerships. After
years of strained relations between the
Cypriot communities, I fear that such
provocations will only serve to aug-
ment divisions and prevent future re-
unification of the island.

Cyprus’s peaceful energy initiatives
will promote economic development for
the country and its neighbors, and it is
important that such efforts proceed un-
inhibited. Additionally, I believe these
efforts must be taken in an environ-
mentally responsible manner. I hope
that those persons currently working
to derail this process will come to their
senses and realize the positive effects
that increased energy supplies will
have on the stability and prosperity of
the entire region.

————

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, last week
I was pleased to join Senator HAGEL
and 66 other Senators in introducing S.
Res. 122, commemorating the 25th an-
niversary of the construction and dedi-
cation of the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial. As the unanimous approval of this
resolution suggests, showing respect
for the memorial and those it honors is
a unifying action.

But I remember that it has not al-
ways been so. For a time, it was con-
troversial to speak in support of the
memorial that honors and recognizes
the more than 58,000 servicemembers
who gave their lives in Vietnam and
the more than 3 million men and
women who served there. In fact, for
some time it was even controversial to
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support the war’s veterans themselves.
As our troops returned home from
Vietnam, far too many returned to face
the ridicule and contempt of their fel-
low Americans. When the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Fund was organized in
1979 for the purpose of establishing a
memorial for those who served in the
war, both living and dead, it faced an
uphill battle. We can all be grateful
that supporters persevered.

In the 25 years since the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial was dedicated, we
have made much progress as a country
and can now honor Vietnam veterans
and the memorial that honors them
without dissension. Known to many as
“the Wall,” it has become the most
popular memorial in our Nation’s Cap-
ital, attracting an estimated 4.4 mil-
lion visitors each year. Many of them
leave behind offerings to the men and
women lost in Vietnam, such as let-
ters, medals, birthday cards and roses.
These offerings, which now number
more than 100,000, are preserved at the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Collec-
tion.

People visit the Wall for many rea-
sons: to honor, to heal, and to be re-
minded of the human costs of war. One
veteran described the Memorial this
way: “It’s a quiet place where I can
stand and remember my friends. And
that’s all I would like to do.”

Like so many other Americans, I am
grateful for the healing power of the
Wall. May it continue to honor, heal,
and remind us all of the consequences
of war.

————

TRIBUTE TO SUE GLYNN

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
rise today in celebration of my long-
time friend and staff member, Sue
Glynn. After serving on my staff in the
Michigan State Legislature, the U.S.
House of Representatives and the U.S.
Senate, Sue has decided to join her
husband, Dale, in a well-deserved re-
tirement.

Before joining my staff, Sue worked
for the Michigan Democratic Party and
other members of the Michigan State
Legislature. I consider myself very for-
tunate that she chose to be a part of
my staff and stay with me for over 20
years. She has worn many hats while
working for me, including scheduler,
regional manager and office manager.
She has handled each one with profes-
sionalism and grace.

Sue is well known for her incredible
organizational skills, and I have relied
on her in so many ways. She is leaving
very big shoes to fill.

Both Sue and her husband have dedi-
cated themselves to public service—
Sue in government and Dale with the
public school system. As a couple and
individually, they are well-respected
community leaders. I know their com-
mitment will continue into retirement.

My staff and I will miss her presence
in the office and her outstanding work
ethic. She is a woman of strong values
and integrity. She approaches her work
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in a serious manner but also is very
fun-loving. I know that the many peo-
ple in Michigan, whose lives she has
touched through her work, will miss
her as well.

Upon leaving the Senate, Sue has
many exciting plans and will probably
be busier than she is now. She enjoys
golfing, bowling, gardening, spending
time with her daughter and son and
their families, traveling and being with
friends.

Mr. President, I am sad because I am
losing a trusted and valued member of
my staff, but I am happy to see a dear
friend move on to new life experiences
after a long and distinguished career.
She deserves the best of everything and
I will always value our friendship in
the years to come.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

DEPUTY SHERIFF MANUEL
VILLEGAS

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I
honor the memory of deputy sheriff
Manuel Villegas, a dedicated public
servant committed to protecting the
safety of his community, the State of
California, and the Nation. Just 17
months into his tenure with the River-
side County Sheriff’s Department, Dep-
uty Villegas tragically lost his life in
an automobile collision while en route
to a domestic violence call on March
19, 2007. It is testament to the heroism
and commitment to duty of this young
deputy sheriff that he died while trying
to protect someone in need.

A native of Lindsay, CA, Deputy
Villegas served honorably in both the
U.S. Marine Corps and the U.S. Army
before joining the Riverside County
Sheriff’s Department. Deputy Ville-
gas’s exceptional work ethic and per-
formance in the Army Airborne School
earned him the parachutist rating and
enabled him to join the selective ranks
of the Army’s paratroopers. For his
service in the Army Special Forces
Group, 307th Infantry Battalion and
the Special Forces, 2nd Battalion, Dep-
uty Villegas was awarded numerous
distinctions including the Bronze Star
Medal, the Army Commendation
Medal, the Army Good Conduct Medal,
and the National Defense Medal. He
also earned campaign medals for his
service in Afghanistan and Kuwait.

Deputy Villegas’ decorated service in
the U.S. Armed Forces was followed by
an equally distinguished record at the
Sheriff’s Basic Academy. He proved to
be an exemplary recruit upon entering
the academy on November 14, 2005. He
graduated first in his class and was
awarded the California Academy Direc-
tors Association Award for serving as a
model of excellence to fellow students
and encouraging others to strive for
success. Athletically talented, Deputy
Villegas even set the Basic Academy’s
record for the mile-and-a-half run.

Deputy Villegas is described by his
colleagues as having been an exem-
plary deputy sheriff who was well re-
spected and highly invested in making
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